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WHS	MYTHBUSTERS



WHSMythbusters:

Here	are	some	“inaccuracies”	that	continue	to	float	around	
WHS:

WHS	is	removing	AP	courses,	Honors	courses	and	college-level	courses
GPA	will	no	longer	be	used	at	WHS
Classes	will	no	longer	be	grade-weighted
Classes	will	have	50+	students	in	one	room
The	5-pt	grading	scale	rewards	students	at	the	bottom	– not	the	top		
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Success Criteria…

5“RedefiningReady”



Achievement Data

6ACTComparisonw/OtherDistricts
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Is GPA	an	accurate	measure	of	
student	achievement?

Grading	&	Assessment
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Student work Assessment

Grades/GPA

How	DO	grading	practices	affect	student	achievement?
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Is GPA	an	accurate	measure	of	
student	achievement?

Grading	&	Assessment

\
As	of	the	end	of	semester	one	of	the	2017-2018	academic	school	year:

38%	of	WHS	9th grade	students	have	less	than a	2.8	GPA
40%	of	WHS	12th grade	students	have	less	than a	2.8	GPA
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If GPA	is an	accurate	measure	of	
student	achievement…

Grading	&	Assessment

\
…how	consistent	and	reliable	are	our	

grading	practices?
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Grading	&	Assessment

\
Teaching &
Learning
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Grading	&	Assessment

• If	all	students	who	took	AP	
courses	took	the	correlating	
exam,	444 exams	would	have	
been	taken.

• 157 exams	were	taken,	with	a	
62%	rate	of	success.	(Scoring	a	3	
or	higher)

Success	Indicator	#1:			
Score	of	3,	4,	or	5	on	an	
Advanced	Placement	Exam

Success	Indicator	#2:		
Grade	of	A,	B,	or	C	in	Advanced	
Placement	Course

• In	2016-2017,	282	Students	took	
at	least	one	Advanced	Placement	
Course	(many	students	took	
multiple	courses)

• 97.5%	Received	a	grade	of	A,	B	or	
C	in	AP	courses



Achievement Data

AdvancedPlacementData vs. Grade Earned2016-17

1
2

3 3
1 1 1

5 3
3

4

4

3

2

2

4

1

3

1

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

A A- B B- B+ C C- C+

AP	Course	1

1 2 3 4 5

47	students
20	received	3,	4,	5

1 1
3

1
1

1

8

4

1
1

1

12

2 1

0

5

10

15

20

25

A A- B B- B+ D D+

AP	Course	2

2 3 4 5

38	students
36	received	3,	4,	5



ACT	Benchmark	Scores	Indicating	College	Readiness
English	=	18	|	Reading	=	22	|	Science	=	23	|	Math	=	22

Meeting	all	four	Benchmarks	indicates	a	“College-ready”	student
Number	of	WHS	students	scoring	“Below”	or	“At	or	Above”	Benchmark:
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ACT	Benchmark	Scores	Indicating	College	Readiness
English	=	18	|	Reading	=	22	|	Science	=	23	|	Math	=	22

Percentage	of	2016-17	WSD	students	who	have	met	4,	3,	2,	1,	or	0	of	the	Benchmark	scores:
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Concern:		Shifting grading	systems	are	causing	(or	will	
cause)	inconsistencies	in	grading	and	reporting.

Grading	&	Assessment

\Reality:		There	have	always been	inconsistencies	within	the	
system.		Examining	current	and	best	practice	is	in	the	interest	
of	creating	more	consistent	and	accurate	reporting	platforms.	
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Learning

Where	are	we	now?
WMS



AchievementData
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Achievement Data
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Concern:		Shifting grading	systems	are	causing	(or	will	
cause)	inconsistencies	in	grading	and	reporting.

Grading	&	Assessment

\
Reality:		There	have	always been	inconsistencies	within	the	
system.		Examining	current	and	best	practice	is	in	the	interest	of	
creating	more	consistent	and	accurate	reporting	platforms	for	
communicating	learning	and	student	achievement.	
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Where	are	we	now?
EES &	HCE



Achievement Data
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