
Schedule for College Admission Schedule for College Admission Schedule for College Admission Schedule for College Admission 
TestsTestsTestsTests    

ACT Test Dates:ACT Test Dates:ACT Test Dates:ACT Test Dates:    PLUS*PLUS*PLUS*PLUS* 
ACT FEE: $30.00 $44.50 
LATE FEE:  $49.00 $63.50 
You may register for either of two 
test options: ACT Assessment or 
ACT PLUS Writing, which includes 
a 30 minute writing test.  See 
registration packet or your coun-
selor for additional information.  

SAT Test DatesSAT Test DatesSAT Test DatesSAT Test Dates 
SAT Fee: $43.00 
LATE FEE: $65.00 
Tests will include a writing assess-
ment. 

Students may pick up their registra-
tion packet for the ACT or  SAT in 
the Guidance Office.  You may also 
register on-line at 
www.actstudent.org. You will be 
asked to choose a site when you 
register.  This year Whitnall will 
serve as a site for the April 12 test 
date.   The test Center Code to use 
when filling out the packet is 212220.  
The ACT PLUS writing assessment is 
only required at the following 
schools:  UW Madison, Marquette 
University and the University of 
Minnesota. Students must fill out the 
packet and send it in themselves.  The 
most common college admission test 
for the state of Wisconsin is the ACT.  
Some students who will attend col-
lege out of state may need to take the 
SAT.  Students should check with 
their guidance counselor to determine 
the correct test.  Most colleges re-
quire students to score a composite 
score of 21-23 on the ACT if students 
are not in the top half of their class.  
If you are unsure about a college’s 
requirements, you can call or check 
the catalog in Guidance. 
*  Juniors Those planning to attend 
college after their senior year should 
plan to take the ACT in April, June or 
October, 2008.  The PSAT results 
should be returned to juniors before 
Christmas break.  Ask you son or 
daughter to show you his/her results! 
*  Scholarships  The search for schol-
arships is an ongoing process.  Many 
scholarships arrive in our  office 
daily.  You are encouraged to check 

the scholarship drawer in the Guid-
ance Office or online at: 
www.whitnall.com for details.  
*  Financial Aid The financial aid 
forms (FAFSA) will be available in 
the Guidance Office in December.  
Parents should fill out and submit 
the form as soon after January 1 as 
possible.  Please note that the form 
will not be accepted before January 
1.  A financial aid information 
night will be held Wednesday,    
December 12.   See the enclosed 
letter for details. 
*  College Visits Representatives 
from various colleges come to 
Whitnall throughout the year.  
Students should check the an-
nouncements or the calendar in the 
Guidance Office to see who is 
scheduled to visit. 
*  Helpful Web Sites 
www.finaid.org 
  Financial aid/scholarship search 
www.SallieMae.com 
  College loan information 
www.nelliemae.org 
  College loan information 
www.collegeboard.org 
  ExPan College Board 
  Scholarship search 
www.ed.gov/prog_info/SFA 
  Financial aid information 
www.fafsa.ed.gov 
  FAFSA form online 
  (application available after Jan. 1) 
www.cshe.com 
  Information on funding under -                           
graduate education 
http://www.fastweb.com 

 

YOUR  WHS GUIDANCE COUNSELORS: 

  Michael Neumann  Janet Callender   Nora Revoir 
  Students  A – I   Students J – O   Students P – Z 
  (414) 525-8522  (414) 525-8523  (414) 525-8521 

 

Top Ten Financial Aid TipsTop Ten Financial Aid TipsTop Ten Financial Aid TipsTop Ten Financial Aid Tips    
1.  Obtain a FAFSAObtain a FAFSAObtain a FAFSAObtain a FAFSA: The Free 
Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid is the first step to-
ward applying for assistance.  
You can get one from  your 
high school guidance office. 
2. Get OrganizedGet OrganizedGet OrganizedGet Organized Begin to 
tackle the FAFSA. Even if you 
have not decided on a 
school, organize your  

personal financial information. 
3. Apply EarlyApply EarlyApply EarlyApply Early Some student aid 
is awarded on a first-come, first 
serve basis. 
4. Research ScholarshipsResearch ScholarshipsResearch ScholarshipsResearch Scholarships    
5. Surf the Internet . Surf the Internet . Surf the Internet . Surf the Internet (but beware 
of companies that charge a fee 
for otherwise free information) 
6. Explore Federal Loan      Explore Federal Loan      Explore Federal Loan      Explore Federal Loan      
Programs Programs Programs Programs Perkins Loans,  

Federal Stafford Loans,  
PLUS-Loans 
7. Compare LendersCompare LendersCompare LendersCompare Lenders    
8.  Look Into Private Loan .  Look Into Private Loan .  Look Into Private Loan .  Look Into Private Loan 
ProgramsProgramsProgramsPrograms    
9. Seek Free InformationSeek Free InformationSeek Free InformationSeek Free Information    
10. Call for HelpCall for HelpCall for HelpCall for Help A toll free 
hotline is available from Col-
lege Answer:  1-800-891-
4599 
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PAYING FOR SCHOOL 
1. Find out as much as you can 
about the schools you are inter-
ested in. 
2. Discuss options for paying.  
Discuss pre-paid tuition programs 
and scholarships. 
3. Request information on finan-
cial aid. 
4. Apply for financial aid. 
5. Complete any other aid or ad-
mission forms required by the 
school. 
6. Receive the Student Aid Report, 
review it, and send it to the finan-
cial aid offices of the schools you 
are considering. 
7. Receive your award letter, 
which comes from the school’s 
financial aid office. 
8. Consider the financial options 
outlined in the award letter.  These 
options may include grants, schol-
arships, loans, and work-study 
programs. 
9. Accept or reject all or part of the 
award package. 
10. Reapply for financial aid each 
year you are in college or post 
secondary training. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please see the FastWeb Student 
Bulletin printed on the reverse 
side of this newsletter for addi-

tional information on financial aid. 

Test Date Deadline Late 
Deadline 

2/09/08 1/04/08 1/18/08 

4/12/08 3/07/08 3/21/08 

6/14/08 5/09/08 5/23/08 

Test Date Deadline Late  
Deadline 

1/26/08 12/26/07 1/04/08 

3/01/08 1/29/08 2/07/08 

5/03/08 4/01/08 4/10/08 

6/07/08 5/06/08 5/15/08 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Page 2 

TEN THINGS YOUR COLLEGE WON’T TELL YOU 

 Issue 2 

1.  “I Will Negotiate”  Schools will always present their finan-
cial aid package as the best they can possibly offer you.  Don’t 
believe them.  Schools often have room to maneuver with almost 
every financial aid package.  Colleges begin their financial aid 
analysis by determining how much a family can afford to con-
tribute.  They consider family size, number of children in col-
lege, total assets, income, parents age, and sometimes, home 
equity and expected retirement contributions.  The calculations 
are done entirely by formula.  There is no consideration for ex-
tenuating circumstances.  That’s where negotiating comes in.  
It’s up to you to contact the school and fill in the blanks. 
2.  “Try Pitting One School Against Another”  Aid packages 
can vary widely from one school to the next.  You can use these 
discrepancies to your advantage.  For top applicants, schools 
will often match the aid packages offered by competitors. 
3.  “Hide Your Assets” One of the best ways to increase your 
financial aid is to decrease the amount a school expects you to 
contribute toward tuition.  How do you do that?  By making 
your income and savings look smaller.  Your adjusted gross in-
come as shown on your tax form is by far the most important 
factor in your eligibility for financial aid.  Because most schools 
examine your finances only for the one year before your child 
applies for aid, proper planning can reduce what you show.  If 
you take any major capital gains in the years when your child is 
seeking aid, the school will assume that you earn that income 
every year.  Sell your stocks or property after your child gradu-
ates, or if you need that money to pay tuition bills, liquidate such 
holdings a few years before your child starts school.  Colleges 
also scrutinize a family’s savings.  If you’re planning an expen-
sive purchase, such as a car or home repairs, now may be a good 
time to take the plunge thus removing that money from aid cal-
culations. 
4.  “Stash Your Savings in Retirement Plans”  Your financial 
aid office will never volunteer this, but when it comes to tallying 
your assets for aid calculation, the more money you have in your 
retirement account, the better.  Most colleges don’t figure retire-
ment savings into your assets when calculating your child’s aid 
package. 
5.  “I May Cut You Back After the First Year”   Colleges may 
entice students with lots of financial help for their freshman and 
sophomore years.  Once the student is happily established, the 
school will cut grants and scholarships.  It pays to pester col-
leges for a breakdown of what to expect in future years.  It can 
eliminate surprises. 
6.  “Don’t Save Money In Your Kid’s Name”  Parents are 
often advised to put college investments in their child’s  
 

name because the income is taxed at the child’s lower rate.  
But, if you think you have a remote chance of receiving financial 
aid, this strategy can backfire.  Federal guidelines dictate that 
students contribute 35% of their total assets to college costs each 
year before they can qualify for financial aid.  By contract, a 
maximum of 5.7% of parents’ assets may be applied...if you’ve 
stashed $10,000 in your child’s name, you’ll use $3500;  only 
$570 of that money could be considered if the savings were in 
your name. 
7.  “My Dorms and Meal Plan are a Rip Off”   Living off cam-
pus can be considerably cheaper than staying in the school's dor-
mitory.  Savings can be even more dramatic if the student is giv-
ing up the school’s cafeteria.  Budget minded cooks can almost 
always beat a school’s meal plan.  Of course there can be bene-
fits to living on campus – security, socializing or convenience.  
But, it makes good financial sense to move off campus as soon 
as possible. 
8.  “We Favor Rich Kids”   It used to be that colleges admitted 
the most promising students, regardless of ability to pay.  Esca-
lating costs have forced some schools to rethink need-based ad-
missions.  Some schools will choose qualified students who can 
afford the tuition over those who can’t.  Be sure to ask each 
school you are considering what their policy is. 
9.  “Tuition Hikes Don’t Go toward Education”   Very little of 
students’ tuition payments actually goes toward teacher salaries.  
In the past 10 years, the size of the support staff of the average 
college has increased 61%.  The other big increase is in the pay-
ment of financial aid.  A recent study by the Consortium on Fi-
nancing Higher Education of 31 prestigious private colleges 
found that, on average, they devoted 19% of tuition bills to pay-
ing for need-based scholarships. 
10.  “It’s Harder to Get Aid if You’re Divorced”   Divorced 
parents looking to send their kids to private school may be in for 
a surprise.  Unlike public schools, which only look at the custo-
dial parent’s finances, private schools look at both parent’s re-
sources when evaluating aid.  In addition, if one or both parents 
have remarried, private colleges often take the stepparent’s fi-
nances into account as well.  The best way to avoid this problem 
is to clearly spell out in the divorce decree who is responsible for 
what.  Parents should try to come up with a specific plan for 
dividing the expenses. 
 
Additional information: http://smartmoney.investing.lycos.com 
 
 

Happy Holidays   
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Primary Business Address 
Your Address Line 2 
Your Address Line 3 
Your Address Line 4 

WHITNALL HIGH SCHOOL 

regular event, such as a breakfast meet-
ing for vendors every third Tuesday of the 
month, or a biannual charity auction. 
If space is available, this is a good place 
to insert a clip art image or some other 
graphic. 

This story can fit 175-225 words. 
If your newsletter is folded and mailed, 
this story will appear on the back. So, it’s 
a good idea to make it easy to read at a 
glance. 
A question and answer session is a good 
way to quickly capture the readers atten-
tion. You can either compile questions 
that you’ve received since the last edition 
or you can summarize some generic ques-
tions that are frequently asked about your 
organization. 
A listing of names and titles of managers 
in your organization is a good way to give 
your newsletter a personal touch. If your 
organization is small, you may want to list 
the names of all employees. 
If you have any prices of standard prod-
ucts or services, you can include a listing 
of those here. You may want to refer your 
readers to any other forms of communica-
tion that you’ve created for your organiza-
tion. 
You can also use this space to remind 
readers to mark their calendars for a 

Back Page Story Headline 

FROM:______________________________ 
 

DATE:_______________________________ 
 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 

This would be a good place to insert a short paragraph about your organization. It 
might include the purpose of the organization, its mission, founding date, and a 
brief history. You could also include a brief list of the types of products, services, 
or programs your organization offers, the geographic area covered (for example, 
western U.S. or European markets), and a profile of the types of customers or 
members served.  

It would also be useful to include a contact name for readers who want more 
information about the organization. 

WHITNA

Your business tag line here. 

We’re on the Web! 
example.microsoft.com 


