ISSUE 3 | VOLT | FALL 20(

(| i g[ Ry = e " mmm

|

I Liyigyy
\; Ji m,llf

|

CONNECTINGTOVUR COMMUNITY - WHITNALL SCHOOL DISTRICT

w al world lessons Going Green at Is it the Flu?
=) int sroom Edgert: District

< gerton

o '\ RsTS - calendar

L New newsletter?
= 2 Community
|= survey
A Fiscally Responsible Budget in

w Parent Connect
= becomes Infinite
o

Campus

PAGE

State budget cuts
impact tax levy

PAGE

PAGE

Key Budget Highlights
Challenging Financial Times - 15% reduction in state

funding has resulted in $1.4

Many f|s;e.1l challenges face Whltr|1all Sc:.ool !oc;:]l taxeslfolr pulbllc slchool purposes. ThIS e ass oD el Gl
DIStI’IC.t t .|s year. We are creatively working is the yearly loca t.ax eyy (expenses minus district this year
to maintain all programs and meet our state and federal aid) divided by property
goals under our current budget; however, value in the district. To calculate your yearly = Whitnall’s proposed 2009-
due to a decrease in state funding, in order property tax bill, you take the local mill 2010 budget has decreased
to maintain our current programs, we are rate and multiply by your home value (in expenditures by 2.93%
facing a shortfall that requires us to ask for thousandths). .
. ) . = Atax levy increase has been
an increased tax levy this year. Even with the . . ..
. . A Brief History of School Funding in proposed to make up the
increased tax levy, our total expenditures Wisconsin difference
will decrease by 2.93% this year.
. i ® The tax levy and mill rate will

Where our School Funding Comes From In 1993, for the p'urpose of tax relief, Fhe . y

state legislature implemented two things: be finalized at the October 26
State aid (funded through income and sales revenue caps (limiting the increase in School Board Meeting
taxes), combined with our local levy (taxes revenue per year to approximately 2.8%);
on residential and commercial property) are and employee negotiation regulations
the source of our operating revenue. called the QEO (Qualified Economic
As state aid goes down, local tax levies Offer), making 3.8% the minimum
generally increase. annual increase in salary-benefit

packages for certified staff (primarily

Impact on Property Owners in Whitnall
N teachers).

School District
In 1995, the state shifted local control

Property owners in our district are taxed of school funding to the state

based on the mill rate, which determines

cont’d. on pg. 2




What’s next with the school
budget?

= Residents have asked the district to explore
ways to lower the proposed 11.78% tax levy
increase to a 5.5% increase

= |evy and final budget will be voted on by the
School Board on October 26

= Citizens are welcome to attend the October
26 School Board Meeting

Citizens who attended our Annual Meeting on
September 28 expressed concerns about a tax increase
when many residents of our district are struggling due
to economic concerns. The School Board recognized
this struggle by waiving all student/school fees for
2009-2010.

After much discussion about economic concerns from
citizens and the Board, the advisory motion that passed
at the Annual Meeting was to increase the school tax
levy at a rate not to exceed 5.5% total levy. Between
now and the October 26 Board Meeting, Board and

Administration will be looking at ways to meet the
advisory motion to lower the tax levy. The biggest area
of flexibility in the current budget is in teacher salaries/
benefits as that contract has not been settled; thus, a
lower salary/benefit increase is being discussed to lower
the projected levy. The levy will be approved in final
form at the October 26, 2009 meeting. Once the final
levy is approved, the actual mill rate will be calculated.

The Board and Administration will receive the final
approved state aid calculation on October 15. They
received the equalized property value on October 5
which came in at a negative 2.2%. This negative property
value will cause a mill rate increase number higher than
was projected at the Annual Meeting. If the 5.5% levy
passes, the estimated range for the individual property
owner’s mill rate will now be $10.14 per $1,000 of
assessed value if the levy stays at 11.78%, to the lowest
approximate rate of $9.57 per $1,000 if the tax levy is
finalized at 5.5%. This $0.57 reduction in mill rate would
equal a $86.00 savings on a $150,000 home, $142.00 on
a $250,000 home.

All citizens are welcome to come to the October 26,
2009 Board Meeting as well as all Board Meetings. The
Board meets the second and fourth Monday of every
month in the Community/Board Room located at the
District Office which is at the south end of the high
school across from the tennis courts.

2009-2010 2009-2010
Assessed ZoohijﬁQRﬁ::uul Advised Mill Rate | Proposed Mill Rate
Property Value ;58 87 (5.5% increase) (11.78% increase)
’ $9.57 $10.14
1,435: $105 over 1,521: $191
$150,000 home $1,330 3 > > 3
last year over last year
1,914: $140 over 2,028: 5254
$200,000 home $1,774 5 3 > 3
last year over last year
2,393: 5176 over 2,535: $318 over
$250,000 home $2,217 5 3 > >
last year last year

(Numbers are approximate and based only on the school portion of your local tax bill.)

cont’d. from pg. 1

by committing to two-thirds funding for K-12 education statewide. This
commitment, however, was a two-thirds aggregate or average funding
statewide. This means that some rural districts, or districts with lower

property values, receive a higher proportion of state aid.

How this affects our district

Whitnall School District has historically received much less than two-
thirds in state aid, averaging only 29% instead of 66% each year. These
restraints (QEO, Revenue Limit, Lower State Aid) on school budgets
caused a structural deficit, not just at Whitnall, but for all school districts.
With salary and benefit costs increasing faster than the revenue stream,
districts have been forced to either use up limited reserves or begin to
streamline staff and programs.

Whitnall has been very fiscally conservative throughout this time period;
limiting staff raises, changing health insurance packages as well as
reducing staff (the biggest portion of the budget) through attrition, and
tightening up of programs whenever possible. These changes have helped;
however, the issues of budget constraints still remain.

The current dilemma

Today’s economy is affecting state tax revenue in collection of both
income and sales taxes. The state is projecting a $6.6 billion deficit.
Locally, falling property values may also cause mill rates to rise. Stimulus
money from the federal government is being used to offset some of the
state aid commitment to districts; however, Whitnall is expecting a 15.14%
decrease in state aid which amounts to $1,416,632 less money to the
district for this school year.

COMMUNITY SURVEY

This past spring, Whitnall School District surveyed our community to make

sure we provide programs and facilities that address the concerns and issues

most important to our community. We were pleased that so
many of you took the time to give us your input and

suggestions. One of the main areas of improvement
ou asked for was better communication from the
school district. This new, redesigned newsletter
is one way that we hope to better share with

you the information you want to know. Complete
survey results are available online at www.
whitnall.com or can be read in the District Office.
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Campus ParentCONNECT

Becomes Infinite Campus

Open web technology has tremendous potential for helping students,
teachers and parents work better together. Our new software will help us
access, use and share information faster and more efficiently. Throughout
this summer and this fall, we’ve been implementing a new student
information system called Infinite Campus.

® Students and parents can view their student’s grades as soon as
they are posted by their teachers, from any computer with web
access.

= Homework and assignment calendar: Assignments are posted
daily, with an easy to use calendar feature to allow students and
parents to plan ahead for tests and projects.

= Administrators can immediately address attendance issues and
grade trends, and save time keeping student information up to
date.

= Families can be contacted quickly and efficiently in an
emergency through the AlertNow component of Infinite Campus

Additional features will be rolled out incrementally throughout the year.
Parents can stay “in the loop” by looking for information from their building
principals.

School, technology and responsibility

As with any technology, parents and schools must work together to enjoy
the advantages and also be aware of the potential for abuse of technology.
During the school day, our school policy is that all student cell phones
should be off and out of sight. Many of our teenagers do not understand
the permanence of their technology decisions and that the content of their
postings, downloads, uploads or media may have a lasting effect on their
futures. Please help by talking to your children about their cell phones,
internet and computer decisions.

The Whitnall School District staff, in
partnership with parents and community,
must continue to work together to educate
students so that they are able to make
safe, appropriate and productive use of

technology.

In February, Lynn Stadler, Whitnall Middle
School Principal, will lead a workshop for
parents entitled “Stay One Step Ahead of
your Child with Technology.”

EMAIL NEWSLETTER SIGN UP

NE\N) Tell Your Friends and Neighbors

Every other month, we will publish
a Community Email Newsletter. It will
automatically go out to parents who have
provided us with an email address, and any
other community member who signs up on
our website. Go to www.whitnall.com to enter
your email address. You can unsubscribe
at any time.

¢© www.whitnall.com

Visit www.whitnall.com to easily upload all home
athletic events and activities into your Outlook or
iCal calendar -- at the click of a button!

CONNECTING TO OUR
COMMUNITY

Communications is an important
component of the District’s overall
Strategic Plan. There are four key areas
that we will focus on:

$ Fiscal Responsibility
The current state budget presents
many challenges. However, we
are committed to maintaining our
programs and finding creative ways
to cut costs and be responsive to our
taxpayers.

Y Technology
’@;’ Students and staff are immersed in

technology every day.

Globalism

We are preparing students to
embrace the challenges of our
dynamic global society.

®

Personalized Academics
% Programs are available for every

student to succeed in the real world.

—

———————



Whitnall High School

REAL WORLD LESSONS IN THE CLASS ROOM

whittnall HS Fast Fact

- 8 5 % of Whitnall students taking
the AP biology exam in 2008-09

‘ scored a three, four or five. (Enough

| for college credit at many schools).

‘ ) Whitnall students outscored our

|

#) global competitors by 34.5%.

Smart Board, Science and Golf

Lumina Boyer, science teacher at WHS, knows that measurement is one of the
foundations of science. But how does she help students really understand the differences
between “precision” and “accuracy,” and how do they affect every day life?

Students discuss and struggle to come to conclusions before being introduced to the
long and technically-driven definitions for each. But as they wait for more, they don’t
get more, they get less. Actually, they get a lot less, just one single word, in Ms. Boyer’s
“In a Word” segments. In these segments, students are responsible for discovering just
one word that best defines an in-depth term. She then brings it back to the real world by
asking students to apply their newly-acquired knowledge to the real world -- in this case,
golf! Ms. Boyer uses the Smart Board installed in her classroom to walk students through
Tiger Woods final shots in the Masters to determine whether Tiger is accurate, precise,
or both. Ms. Boyer’s classroom is a great example of quality instruction that offers
technology integration, and maybe even a better understanding of one’s golf game.

Teaching Trig in a whole new way

In Nancy Sarnow’s mathematics classroom, the first thing you might notice is that it
doesn’t seem like it looks right. There’s no teacher in the front, lecturing to rows of neatly
aligned desks. So how do students learn the principles of trigonometry? Ms. Sarnow has
turned that job over to the students.

Students form groups of four and are assigned a particular topic or unit of study. The
students design lessons, homework, and even assessments to measure what their fellow
students have learned.

Not only are these students learning trigonometry, they are also learning valuable 21st
Century skills such as time management, interpersonal relationships, detailed planning,
and independent study skills. In this framework, she is able to manage a much smaller
group of students with much more intense curriculum that is then translated for stu-
dents, by students.

NEW: Do you love Whitnall Schools? Be an Ambassador

This fall, you may see people at school events wearing special “Ambassador” polo shirts.
These volunteers have offered to be a resource for the community to better connect with
our schools. Ambassadors are happy to share information with you, and help you find out
more if you have questions about your schools. Introduce yourself to an ambassador and
you'll get a free “I Love Whitnall Schools” button!

MISSION: BY providing the highest quality personalized educational experience, the Whitnall

School District engages Learners who embrace challenges and are responsible contributing

menbers of a dynamic global soctety.



Middle and Elementary School News

EDGERTON / HALES CORNERS ELEMENTARY, WHITNALL MIDDLE SCHOOL

Sixth Grade Geocaching: teamwork, technology, math

A geocache (pronounced gee-oh-cash) is like hidden treasure, usually in wooded ar-
eas. The latitude and longitude coordinates of where the cache is hidden are posted
on the geocaching.com website. Adventurous geocachers will take their GPS systems
to find the hidden cache. Once found, there is a log book to sign, as well as “trea-
sures” for you to take or trade. There also may be a travel bug in the cache. A travel
bug is an object that travels from cache to cache in order to reach a destination set
as its goal.

Students in Mr. Seavert’s classes will learn how to operate a GPS unit. Some students
will incorporate math skills into creating a puzzle geocache to be hidden in the na-
ture pod next to our school for others to find.

Programs for every student to succeed

The Whitnall Gifted & Talented program is designed to meet the needs of gifted and
talented students with extra opportunities to use and expand on what is learned in
the regular classroom. Gifted & Talented programs at the elementary school include
WordMasters (Grades 3-5), Mathfax Competition (Grade 4), Geography Club
(Grades 4 & 5), Battle of the Books (Grade 5), Project Fair (Grades 1-5).

Programs at the Middle School include Future Problem Solving (FPS), Accelerated
Math, Creativity Workshop and Leadership Workshop. More details on all of
Whitnall’s G&T programs can be found at www.whitnall.com.

Jumping for Joy!

Whitnall Middle School was the #2 middle school in the

state for this year’s Jump Rope for Heart! Jump Rope For

Heart is an educational fund-raising event. It’s held each year in
thousands of elementary schools across the nation by the American
Heart Association and the American Alliance for Health, Physical
Education, Recreation and Dance. Jump Rope For Heart benefits the American Heart
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Association, the students and our school, and we can earn gift certificates for free P.E.

equipment from U.S. Games.

Community Connection

Thank you to Steve Hanke, Edgerton parent and Wal-Mart employee, who secured
ten $100.00 gift cards for our teachers to purchase educational supplies for the
classrooms. A big thanks to the Greenfield Wal-Mart from the Edgerton community
for your generosity!

EDGERTON ECOLOGY

Going green at Edgerton
Elementary!

Students at Edgerton Elementary,
along with the Hales Corners
Environmental Committee,
participated in building a Rain Garden
right on Edgerton’s property.

What is a Rain Garden? Itis a
slightly depressed garden, full of
native plants where rainwater can
soak into the ground, replenishing
groundwater and protecting our
surface water. Rain gardens also help
protect and restore natural hydrology,
allowing rainwater to soak in

instead of running off, and help trap
pollutants that may be in runoff.

Edgerton students also planted a new Autumn
Blaze Maple on the playground.



The Viewpoint

Milwaukee, WI
WHITNALL SCHOOL DISTRICT Permit No. 1
Community Newsletter .
Non-Profit Org
5000 S. 116th Street
Greenfield, W1 53228
Ph. 414-525-8400
Feedback on the newsletter? Send to newsletter@whitnall.com.
Send your suggestions and comments to the Board of Education and Superintendent:
Bill Osterndorf President......ccccovveeeeenne 327-2584
Nancy Zaborowski Vice President... ...427-9604
T) Anderson Treasurer.....ueeeereeceenne 349-9361
Richard Kollauf Clerk o 425-1664
Suzette Larson ...425-7042
Bernard Shaw 425-0465
Mike Clarizio 525-1477
Dr. Karen Petric Superintendent............... 525-8411
October 14, 2009 Whitnall Marching Falcons Community Night - WHS Stadium

October 16, 2009 Hales Corners Elementary Monster Mash Dance, at WMS,

4:00-9:00 p.m.
October 23, 2009 WMS Fall Dance, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
d ‘ October 26, 2009 School Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. Board/Community Room
. October 28, 2009 Hales Corners Elementary Harvest Parade, 1:00 p.m.

I S It th e F LU ? October 29-30, 2009 NO SCHOOL - Teacher’s Convention

ff and families are asked
'f(:acarefully check themselves NOVEM BER
daily before school for signs and November 6, 2009 End of First Quarter: All schools 1/2 day
symptoms of the flu: November 9, 2009 School Board Meeting, 6:30 P.m. Board/Community Room
Fever of 100° or greater, November 12 2009 WHS 1/2 Day: Fall Conferences 12:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. and
AND at least one of the following: ' 5:00 p.m.- 7:30 p.m.

v Cough November 13, 2009 Edgerton Elementary Family Movie Night, 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

v' Sore Throat November 18, 2009 National Honor Society Induction

v’ Headache November 20-21, 2009  WHS Players: Agatha’s Christie’s “And Then There Were None”

v’ Muscle Aches November 23, 2009 School Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. Board/Community Room
If you have flu symptoms or other November 24-25, 2009  All school 1/2 days
symptoms of illness such as diarrhea, November 26-27, 2009  Thanksgiving Break: NO SCHOOL
vomiting, or unusual rash, please stay
at home and report your absence D ECE M B ER
to school. Staff should use AESOP,

Winter Concert, 6th Grade Band/Orchestra and 7th-8th Grade

anq parents can call into the school December 1, 2009 Orchestra, WMS Auditorium 7:00-9:00 p.m.

offices. If you have at least two of the — T [ T )

flu like symptoms listed above please WIES St SIS BEL Ehih WS & B AN

. ymp . P DR ¢, e WHS Auditorium, 7:00-9:00 p.m.

e-mail me the specific symptoms i ) ) i

you have, including your most recent December 10, 2009 W|nter Concert., Sth Grade Band-WHS Sinfonietta, Winds & Percus-
. sion, WHS Auditorium 7:30 p.m - 9:00 p.m.

temperature to slarson@whitnall.

com. December 14, 2009 School Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. Board/Community Room

s/ue L/,msow, whitnall School December 23, 2009 - NO SCHOOL - Winter Break

Dilstrict Nurse January 4, 2010

The Whitnall School District does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, national origin, ancestry, creed, pregnancy, marital or
6 parental status, sexual orientation or physical, mental, emotional or learning disability or handicap as required by WI Statute 118.12.
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